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Report from the Director

The Foundation congratulates the following researchers
from the University of Otago, Christchurch and the
University of Canterbury who were successful in the
2011 Health Research Council funding round: Associate
Professor Lisa Stamp, Dr Margreet Vissers, Associate
Professor Lianne Woodward, Professor David Ferguson,
Professor Mark Richards, Dr Marie Crowe. A total of
$11.5 million was awarded. The Foundation has funded
each of these researchers at some point in their careers,
be it a Summer Studentship, a travel grant in aid or a
kick start to a research career by a CMRF Project Grant.
Clear justification of not only our priority of assisting
young researchers getting a foot up the research ladder,
but also of the robustness of our assessing process.

The Foundation is pleased to be associated with the
Health Research Council in a jointly funded project to
research the effect of the recent earthquakes on the
health of Cantabrians. A fund of $600,000 has been
made available for applications for this project.

The earthquake caused disruption to many of our
researchers with both universities seriously damaged.
Even though we extended the closing date of our project
grants by a month, we only received one third of our
usual applications (10). The successful applicants will
be announced in October.

Their future is in your hands.

The earthquake has also unfortunately caused the
cancellation of our very popular Open Day at the School
of Medicine and Hospital this year.

We’re pleased to announce that we’re soon to start
another series of the popular TV programme “The Body,
the Research and the Professor” with our Medical Director,
Professor Robin Fraser and John Dunne. This series will
be going to air later in October on CTV. Check our website
for details. — Guy Johnson

STOP PRESS — STOP PRESS — STOP PRESS

The CMRF has moved!!

We have moved. After 8 years in St Asaph Street, the
Foundation has upped sticks and gone round the corner!
Our new address is upstairs at
230 ANTIGUA STREET,

where there’s more room to spread our wings.

The greater space is in line with the extra demands the
Foundation is experiencing and with the new premises
having the geotech tick of approval, the relocation has
been much anticipated.Other benefits include a more
appropriate meeting area for visitors, room for the Kidney
Health NZ to share some office space and lots of wall
area for CMRF Director Guy Johnson to hang his holiday
snaps!! Look out for us on Facebook!!




Our people

In the last issue we introduced John Dunne, Raewyn Chatfield, Kim Ford, Bert Govan, Geoff Cranko and Professor
Steven Weaver. In this newsletter we continue our introduction of the people that make the CMRF what it is.

Geoff Bolderston — CMRF Treasurer

Geoff Bolderston is a partner in the Christchurch business services division of Polson
Higgs, a South Island based Chartered Accountancy and Business Advisory firm.
Geoff services a wide range of commercial, professional and farming clients. He
has particular expertise in estates and trusts, with a large part of his practice
focussing on family businesses and the issues of structure and succession planning.
Geoff is married with two children. His interests include tennis, boating, gardening

and travel. ,
On leaving school he worked on the family farm for two years before moving into ‘ :

the wine industry for the next 10 years. He completed a Bachelor of Commerce
at Canterbury when | was 31 and has worked in public practice ever since. Geoff Bolderston

Ewan Chapman — Executive Member

It’s quite a jump from being a pea viner driver for Watties Canneries in Timaru, to that of
a senior partner with iconic law firm Duncan Cotterill, but that’s Ewan Chapman’s career
path. Sure there’s been lots of other stuff in between, yet that early agricultural association
upon leaving school, remained something of a common factor for Ewan, at least initially.
After graduating in law at Otago, with an honours degree in German, young Chapman
was soon plying his trade as a legal advisor to Federated Farmers with Duncan Cotterill
in Wellington. This might be termed his “evolutionary phase*“, as from here Ewan began
to specialise in resource management and environmental law.

A keen reader with a passion for languages, especially German and French, Ewan is
married to Adair Bruorton with whom he has 3 sons. In a round about way, it’s possibly his boys’ passion for competitive
downhill mountainbiking, that fuels Ewan’s interest in medical research! After all this sport is known for breaking
people’s limbs and any way of combating that needs to be supported, according to Ewan.

Yet the “if you can’t beat them, join them...” adage applies here, as Ewan also mountain bikes the Port Hills and throws
in a bit of running when the body allows. When not in his stretched lycra gear, Ewan can be found in the kitchen, as
his other passion is the role of a Chef.

Ewan Chapman

Peter John — Executive Member

Peter John hails from the beautiful walled seaside town of Tenby in South West Wales. He and his wife Ros came to
New Zealand in 1973 and have lived in Christchurch since 1983.

An engineer by training Peter has, for the last 20 years, focused on the creation, management and commercialisation
of intellectual property resulting from research.

An avid rugby fan (yes, he cheers for the All Blacks when they play Wales), Peter's leisure interests revolve around
sport, the garden and DIY.

He and Ros are keen supporters of the Court Theatre, is there a better provincial theatre anywhere in the world, and
like to get down to Central Otago or over the ditch for a break when work permits.

Peter has been a member of the CMRF Executive since 2000 and for most of that period has chaired the Research
Funding Committee.



Guy Johnson — CMRF Director

It comes as no surprise to learn that Guy
Johnson's career is something of a roller-
coaster event. Number two in a family of 5
boys and a girl hailing from South Canterbury,
the young Johnson left Timaru Boys in 1963
and launched himself upon the world.
Management was his calling and this lead
to a major role in an exporting company. His
work took him to Papua New Guinea and
beyond, subsequently managing gaming
programmes in venison, involving helicopter
operations and cold storage food distribution,
while about the same time pioneering the concept of central warehousing chilled and frozen products. This work
involved McDonald’s Restaurants of New Zealand. Early 90s Guy sold out to the Aussies and this began his lengthy
association with the Foundation. He was soon also a Director of Kidney Health NZ, serving on a number of Boards
and Trusts, including the late Wayne Francis and Allan Trembath Trusts.

Among his highlights with the Foundation has been working with the late Professor Sir Don Beaven, establishing
the Van der Veer Institute and negotiating for the research rights to NZ’s largest MRI scanner. One less known fact
about Guy's career is that he was the attaché to the Gambian team during the 1974 Commonwealth Games in
Christchurch, a role he thoroughly enjoyed! Prior to the games, he'd been Vice Chairman of the games fund raising
committee. Once a fundraiser always a fundraiser!!

Guy and Jill share 7 children between them, now grown ups, this leaves Guy plenty of time to TRY and improve his
golf, dream about getting back into skiing, while enjoying his tripping around, especially to Kaiteriteri and Noosa.
He's no stranger to red wine either !!

Guy and Jill Johnson

Ross Hutton — Co-opted (Finance)

Another Timaruvian in the CMRF mix Ross Hutton ventured north
to the University of Canterbury on leaving the local Boys High School
there. On completing his law degree he was admitted to the bar in
1980 and took up a position as a Trust Officer and Staff Solicitor
for the Guardian Trust.
But Ross wasn’t about to let the grass grow under his feet ! 1981
saw him joining the broking firm Lawrence Milton which has since
morphed into Craigs Investment Partners Limited. His feet have
remained under the desk there ever since ! Hutton became a member
of the NZX ( the Stock Exchange ) in 1986 and a partner of the firm
the same year. Recently Ross became an “ AFA “ ( not to be confused
with Jaffa, though he was once the NBR’s best dressed businessman
‘ of the year... ) but an Authorised Financial Advisor.
Ross and Julie Hutton His saving grace is being married to Julie and in their 22 years
together, have three children, Brodie, Jamie and Natalie. Julie has
been an important member of the CMRF Wine & Art Auction Committee over the past several years.
Ross says he likes to keep active with the gym, some tennis and golf ( no info on handicap was supplied!). He has
an interest in the arts and movies and claims to be a keen gardener !




50th Annual General Meeting of the
Foundation

The 50th Annual General Meeting of the Foundation was held
at the Burnside Rugby Club 13th July, 2011. 70 members of the
public attended and were enthralled with guest speaker, Mark
Inglis. He talked about his involvement with medical research
at the School of Medicine, Christchurch Campus as well as his
own charity “Limbs 4 All”. Mark’s recollection of his Everest
ascent left all spellbound.

Honorary Life Membership Awarded

The highlight of the Annual General Meeting was the presentation

by the President, Robert Stewart, of the Honorary Life Membership  p, Robin Fraser and Edith Tripp

awarded to Edith Tripp. Edith’s long association with the Canterbury

Medical Research Foundation should come as no surprise given her background. Having obtained a science degree
at Otago University, Edith subsequently undertook training in hospital laboratory work, that led her into the field of
research. On moving to the UK, Edith’s professional career saw her spend a decade in an academic laboratory as
research assistant in haematology. Then it was to Sydney and a number of years involved in cancer research at
Sydney University. On her return to Christchurch, Edith continued to work part-time voluntarily in laboratory research.
Her interest then in the Foundation, which began 12 years ago, seemed a logical next step. Appropriately, Edith is
one of the Foundation’s twelve Honorary Life Members.

|
Bala Patel — Fund-raising Art Exhibition

Cave Rock before the earthquakes

Long time New Zealand traditional impressionist artist Bala Patel is holding an exhibition of her works at HOLLY LEA,
123 Fendalton Road, on the 15th of September, 2011. The evening will run from 5.30pm to 7pm, and as Bala says,
will feature Christchurch landscapes before and after the earthquakes, as well as other New Zealand and overseas
landscape works. Bala's been painting for more than 30 years and retired from her specialist medical practice in
obstetrics and gynaecology 12 years ago to paint full time.

The Foundation is pleased to support Bala with this exhibition and her ongoing promotion of her own Canterbury
Medical Research Foundation Fund for Diabetes and Hypertension. The evening is to be opened by well known New
Zealand artist Clark Esplin. RSVP to Rita Gatenby ( 03 ) 351 7764 or email to rita@hollylea.co.nz



Don Beaven Medical Research Centre

One of the late Professor Sir Don
Beaven’s dreams was to establish
a health precinct near the
Christchurch Hospital to attract
more health researchers to
Christchurch and to increase the
reputation of Christchurch as an
international centre for health. Two
years ago a consortium of investors
build a multi-purpose building in
Stewart Street. This is now the
home of Professor Russell Scott’s
Diabetes Research Group, the Van
der Veer Institute for Parkinson’s
and Brain Research, CDHB neu-
rological outpatient clinics, the

CDHB respiratory research group
and the pharmaceutical trial centre  The Don Beaven Medical Research Centre at 40 Stewart Street.

Primorus Ltd.
The Prime Minister will open this building on 22nd September 2011 which will be named as the Don Beaven Medical
Research Centre. A formal committee has been set up to investigate further health related facilities in the same area.

Dates to look out for:

14 October 2011 — Charity Wine & Art Auction 2011

After the dramatic year we've all experienced, it is
a pleasure to be looking forward to our annual Wine
& Art Auction on 14 October. Though this too has had
its challenges!! The event has now been rescheduled
to the CHATEAU ON THE PARK, following the
Christchurch Boys’ High School venue being ruled
out by EQC. The night is guaranteed a huge turnout
with overwhelming support and promises to be one
of THE GALA EVENTS for the city this year. Fine wines,
fine artworks and many other impressive contributions
Our contact details: will ensure another very successful fundraiser for
Multiple Sclerosis research.

3 November 2011 — Friends of the Van der Veer
email: health@cmrf.org.nz Institute function.

phone 353 1240 Early December 2011 — the 50th Anniversary book
will be available.

website: www.cmrf.org.nz




Michael MacAskill — Research Director

Dr Michael MacAskill is a true Christchurch sea sider,
being born and bred in North New Brighton. Upon leaving
school Michael entered the tertiary education
sector, training in experimental psychology at Canterbury
University.

From here it was to the University of Otago's Christchurch
School of Medicine, completing his PhD in the effects of
neurological diseases on eye movements, funded through
a CMRF Fellowship.

That was 2002 and since then MacAskill's been with the
Van der Veer Institute from its inception, where he's been

involved in studies of movement and memory, pertaining
to Parkinson's, Alzheimer's and Huntington's diseases.
As sure as day turns into night, so is Michael's career
changing. He's assuming a new position as Research
Director, which will encompass a much wider role beyond
his own specialist area.

Naturally, Michael treasures his 'time out'. Aithough not
as often as he'd like, he enjoys running up and down the
Port Hills (!!) as well as spending time with his micro-
biologist partner, Leonie Thorpe. Clever couple this, as
Leonie is also the author of several children's novels.

New projects at the Van der Veer Institute include:

MRI Investigation of Brain Tissue Changes in Multiple Sclerosis

Multiple sclerosis (MS) is an inflammatory disease that
affects the central nervous system and can cause motor
disabilities and cognitive impairment. The structural brain
changes that are caused by MS are detectable with
conventional MRI methods. However, the extent of these
structural changes does not always correlate with the
level and progression of physical and cognitive disability
suffered by MS patients. In this study the MS Research

Group will use new MRI techniques to detect subtle
changes in the brain that may occur before any structural
changes become apparent. The aim is to discover whether
these subtle changes in the brain may be a more reliable
predictor of how MS will affect individual patients. The
study will be conducted at the Van der Veer Institute by
newly appointed MRI Research Fellow, Laetitia Debernan
from France, and Saskia van Stockum, Research Assistant.

Huntington’s Disease Database Project — Janne Ross

This project aims to set up a database of people with
Huntington’s disease (HD) so that we can identify
candidates who may be willing to participate in specific
projects in the future. There is opportunity for Prof Tim
Anderson’s team to engage the Canterbury community
in contributing to international studies on this rare, genetic
condition. | have been evaluating the software options,

other than a spreadsheet, for setting up the database.
Another key part of my work has involved approaching
and gaining consent from HD patients to access relevant
genetic data. Once a person has tested positive for the
HD gene, knowledge of their inevitable development of
symptoms in the future influences whether or not they
are willing to share that sensitive information.

Eye-hand Coordination Study in Huntington's Disease

Huntington's is a neurodegenerative disease characterised
by the triad of symptoms of motor dysfunction, mood
disorders and cognitive decline. Eye movement function
is known to be affected early on in the disease process,
but no studies have yet shown any relationship of such
changes to other symptoms. The aim of the study is to
investigate if there is any relationship between eye
movement, hand coordination and cognition in

Huntington's, using cutting-edge technology that enables
accurate measurements of both eye movement and 3D
visualisation of hand movement. The primary researcher
for the study is Eng Ann Toh, a senior medical student
and BMedSc(Hons) student at the University of Otago's
Christchurch School of Medicine and Health Sciences,
who is under the supervision of Professor Tim Anderson
and Dr Michael MacAskill.



